
© 2022 American Society for Health Care Engineering, 

a professional membership group of the American Hospital Association 

155 N. Wacker Drive, Suite 400 | Chicago, IL 60606

ashe.org | ashe@aha.org | 312-422-3800

2023 ASHE Update

KCAHE  Conference 

October 5 ,2023

Kansas city ,KS



© 2022 American Society for Health Care Engineering

Disclaimer

The views and opinions expressed in this presentation are purely those of the presenters 

and shall not be considered the official position of The American Hospital Association or the 

American Society for Health Care Engineering. 

The guidance provided in this presentation shall not be considered professional design or 

engineering advice. 

The information provided may not apply to a viewer’s specific situation and is not a 

substitute for application of the viewer’s own independent judgment or the advice of a 

competent professional. 

ASHE does not make any guarantee or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of 

any information provided. ASHE and the authors disclaim liability for personal injury, 

property damage, or other damages of any kind, whether special, indirect, consequential, 

or compensatory, that may result directly or indirectly from use of or reliance on information 

from this presentation.
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How many of you know “Skanda” then in 2003 ? 
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Skanda Skandaverl, MBA, CHFM, CHC, FASHE

ASHE President-Elect

KCAHE President 2003,2004 & 2005

Division Director, Facilities Management

Energy and Infrastructure, Midwest

CommonSpirit Health
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Dec 26, 2004 : $ 5,000 donation from KACHE 

• Tsunami hit my home country Sri-Lanka 

• KCAHE – Gave me a check $  $ 5,000 and asked me 

to send to the affected people in Sri-Lanka 

• KCAHE continued to do charity every year to various 

organization especially to children
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Skanda’s  three initiatives 

1  “Embrace the Change proactively ”

 By improving our Communication, Collaboration and Education

2.  “ Aline the conflicting Codes & Standards ”

 Under my leadership, we will accelerate this program, teaming up with experts in our 

industry, using meaningful data and working with regulatory authorities to align many of these 

codes and standards

 3  “Elevate our Profession”

 There is a lot we do to provide healing environment to our patients. Many of our facility 

needs are not recognized and given priorities. This causes infrastructure failures. Our facility staff 

needs to be recognized and elevated to be a part of decision making in our system. 
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The American Society for Health Care Engineering (ASHE)
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ASHE Mission, Vision and Values

Mission:
Dedicated to optimizing the health 

care physical environment

Vision: 
To engage stakeholders in the creation of 

health care environments that are optimal for 

healing.

Core Values:
Integrity, Innovation, Fellowship 

and Stewardship



ASHE’s Strategic Goals
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Operational 

Optimization
Member 

Inclusion

Career 

Advancement, 

Succession Planning 

& Workforce

Capital 

Planning
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Our Partnership with Chapters

Advocacy NetworkingEducation

Financial SupportCommunication
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Membership 
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Looking Toward the Future

Membership Strategic Goals

• Enhance chapter relations-that is why I am here 

• Understand and address the needs of ASHE's different member segments

• Recruit and engage young and early career professionals

• Increase membership in new segments

ashe.org



© 2022 American Society for Health Care Engineering

Why Should YOU Join ASHE?

• Education

• Advocacy

• Information

• Career Support

• Professional connections

• And more!

ashe.org

Visit 

ashe.org/join 

or scan QR 

code
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Advocacy
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Advocacy Agenda & National Strategy

• Unified Code

• Reduce Regulatory Burden

• Preparing for the Future

• Sustainability

• Member Engagement
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Advocacy Wins

• Revised NFPA 25 to clarify when items such as an occasional IT cable can be touching a 

sprinkler system pipe.

• 30 day limitation on the use of fire-resistant plastic being used for temporary construction 

barriers has been removed from NFPA 101

• Worked with FGI to stop the publication of the Emergency Conditions Guideline's as an 

enforceable regulatory document and encouraged its publication for informational purposes only

• Through the efforts of the ICC Committee on Health Care clarified that carbon monoxide 

detectors are only required in each space containing a carbon monoxide source and not in each 

sleeping unit

• 2021 edition of NFPA 101 does not require labeled fire doors in a non-rated barrier to be 

maintained as rated doors, which will help avoid unnecessary confusion.
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Advocacy Liaisons 

• Representatives in local chapters sharing policy and legislative affecting the 

field 

• Influential in exit sign inspection win

• Help to foster important advocacy efforts 



Keep Your Health Care Facilities in Compliance
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ashe.org/tools
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Sustainability & 

Decarb Initiative 
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Why Sustainability and Decarbonization
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Pollution effect on health

• Asthma affects more than 23 million Americans, with 

exposure to air pollution
• Gases, smoke from fires, volcanic ash, dust particles, emissions from 

transportation, etc.
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Solution: Health Care Working Together

• Advocacy for reasonable EUI 

& GHG targets 

• Data submission to inform 

advocacy efforts 

• Tools and resources 

• Knowledge sharing & 

collaboration
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Premise: Taking Small Steps to Reduce
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New and Upcoming Tools and Resource

Terminology Guide Decarb Code Overlay

Operation

Decarbonization!

HealQuest

Executive Toolkit
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Reason: Intersection of physical environment and people
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Education
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How ASHE Education Supports Your Growth

• Unbiased, holistic education on 

topics that impact you daily

• Insights from trusted, agenda-free 

industry veterans

• Singular focus on supporting you 

and your team's professional 

development
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How ASHE Education Meets You Where You're At

• Delivered in your preferred format
• In-Person

• Live Online

• On Demand

• Focused on areas of importance for ASHE's 

Audience such as
• Facility Management

• Planning, Design & Construction

• Infection Prevention

• Developed with ASHE Members for ASHE 

Members
• Subject Matter Experts

• Education Reviewers

• Product Beta Testers
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ASHE In-Person Conferences & Exhibitions

July 21-24, 2024 | Anaheim, CA

March 18-24, 2024 | San Diego, CA

Date TBD | Location TBD
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Move Your Career Forward In a Way That Works for You!

Learn More at ashe.org/education

Construction Infection Prevention Facilities Management

In Person Live Online On Demand
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Ways to Get Involved with ASHE Education

• Become a Proposal Reviewer or Course 

Beta Tester

• Apply to Be an ASHE Subject Matter 

Expert

• Volunteer at an Upcoming Education 

Event in your Area

Contact the Education team at 

ASHEeducation@aha.org

mailto:ASHEeducation@aha.org
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Health Care 

Facilities 

Innovation 

Conference
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Certifications 
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Advance Patient Safety – get certified!



Minimize risk – 

promote your 

ASHE certification
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Publications & 

Content
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Health Facilities Management (HFM) Magazine

• Magazine publishes 10x/year in 

print and digital format.

• Comprehensive coverage of the 

unique challenges facing the field.

• Chance to earn continuing 

education credits.



Online & e-Newsletters
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Health care FM and 

PDC hot topics and 

news delivered to 

your inbox.

Subscribe today!
hfmmagazine.com/subscribe

http://www.hfmmagazine.com/subscribe
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Monographs

ASHE members can explore 

and download all available 

monographs at: 

ashe.org/monographs
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Top Sellers

1. Working in Health Care: A Guide for Facility Business Partners, Construction Professionals, and Subcontractors

2. Introduction to Health Care Facilities Management

3. Health Care Facility Manager’s Guide to Smoke Control

4. ASHE Reliability-Centered Maintenance Guide

5. ASHE Sustainability Guide

To view these and more, visit ashe.org and click on "Store".
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Benchmarking
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Health Care Facility Tailored Benchmarking

1. Join the network!

2. Participate!
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In closing I like to share this with you

• ** You are smarter than you think you are ! *Tune out fear and self doubt !

• ** Believe in yourself !  * See the big picture in your mind !

• **Take risks, be prepared to make mistakes and do not blame your ability !

• ** Take small steps ! * Celebrate the small wins!

• **Doing the best at this moment prepare you in the best place for the next  

moment

• ** Your action creates momentum and provides opportunities !
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vskandaverl@catholichealth.net

ashe@aha.org 

Skanda : 402-686-9869

ASHE:  312-422-3800

Thank you!

mailto:ashe@aha.org
mailto:ashe@aha.org
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